Geneti^Test Set in Death Case 
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Prince Gercfe’s County Cir 
ouit Court Judge J. Dudley 
Digges has authorized pay- 
ment for a chromosome 
count to determine whether a 
man charged in a double mur 
der has a genetic abnormality 
that could make him prone to 
crime. 

Dr. Victor A. McKusick, 
head of the Department of 
Medical Genetics at Johns 
Hopkins University vtoere the 
count will be conducted, said 
he believed at iwas the first 
time in this country that the 
abnormality, which consists of 
an extra “Y or male, sex 
chromosome, had 'been consid- 
ered as possible evidence in a 
court case. 

Judge Digges authorized the 
count after defense attorney 
Karl Feissner obtained letters 


Crowley of Bethesda affirming 
the value of the count as a 
medical tool and its import- 
ance in determining whether 
the defendant was responsible 
for his actions. 

The defendant is Joseph W. 
Perkins of Hyattsville, who is 
accused of shooting to men to 
death last Jan. 13 in a crowded 
Hyattsville bar. Perkins has 
pleaded innocent and innocent 
on grounds of insanity. 

Feissner, the court-ap- 
pointed attorney, said Mc- 
Kusick’s fee for ithe count, 
which consists of a blood sam- 
ple and examination of cells, 
is $200. 

In his letter, McKusick, rec- 
ognized as a expert in the re- 
lationship of genetics and 
crime, wrote: “The chromo- 
some analysis methods are 


dures in clinical medicine and 
thoroughly reliable for identi- 
fying particular abnormalities 
such as the extra ‘Y’ chromo- 
some. 

“In my opinion, the pres- 
ence of an extra *Y 9 indicates a 
mental abnormality which 
must be taken into account in 
connection with criminal 
charge.” 

Dr. Crowledy wrote to Feis- 
sner earlier pointing out that 
Perkins “with his chronic and 
severe acne, his borderline in- 
telligence and 'his history of 
aggressive outburst through- 
out his life . . . resembles 
many of the people who are 
found to have the abnormal 
chromosome pattern.” 


